EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY DRESS

FRENCH  (1779)
Fig. 63
the fashionable * sleekness * of the back of the head, while
the hair framing the face was required to curl.
Soon after 1760 the coat underwent a radical change.
The front was cut back to form a curve, and while it dis-
played large quantities of waistcoat in front, the coat fell into
flat folds at the back. Though the coat * skirts * still remained
in three separate pieces for a further eight or ten years,
they were a mere apology for the skirts of a previous
decade. 'Gradually they were cut shorter and shorter.
The waistcoat, too, became shorter, until in 1770 it finished
at the hips, the last few buttons being left undone to form
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